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COMMENTARY CORNER: “TRUTHS AND MYTHS ABOUT GIVING, SACRIFICE, AND 
OFFERINGS”  (3) REMEMBER THE POOR” “And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to 
be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. Only they would that 
we should remember the poor; the same which I was also forward to do” (Galatians 2:9–10).  

J esus is often remembered and revered  
for his compassion towards the poor. 

Very often the evidence given for this 
compassion is his feeding of the five 
thousand (John 6:10). And people follow 
this observation with stating that true 
disciples of Jesus also have compassion 
for the poor.  

It is certainly true that Jesus had com-
passion on humanity. And why would 
someone who claims to be his disciple 
not have compassion as well? We need 
then to challenge ourselves to identify the 
persons upon whom Jesus had compas-
sion when feeding so that we can do the 
same.  

There are accounts about feeding five 
thousand in all of the gospels. In Mat-
thew’s account, we read “And Jesus went 
forth and saw a great multitude, and was 
moved with compassion toward them, 
and he healed their sick (Matt. 14:14). 
Let us note that the way Jesus initially 
shows compassion on these who are 
called “the multitude” is by healing their 
sick. In the passage, we have yet to read 
that the “multitude” is hungry or poor.  

Later in this account the disciples 
suggest to Jesus that the people need to 
go home because it is getting late and 
that there was not enough to feed all the 
multitude. Matthew 14:15 reads, “And 
when it was evening, his disciples came to 
him, saying, This is a desert place, and 
the time is now past; send the multitude 
away, that they may go into the villages, 
and buy themselves victuals.” 

Jesus, however, suggests something 
different. Matthew records, “But Jesus 
said unto them, They need not to depart, 
give ye them to eat” (Matt. 14:16). The 

apostles noted that they had but five 
loaves and two fishes (Matt. 14:19). It is 
at this point in the gospel that we read 
that Jesus looks up to heaven, blesses the 
bread and fishes, gives it to the disciples 
and the disciples to the multitude (Matt. 
14:19).  

We should celebrate the truth that 
Jesus was able to feed so many. But we 
should understand that he is not feeding 
these because they are poor, but because 
they are following him, being taught by 
him, and being healed by him. These are 
the truths we glean from Matthew’s ac-
count of feeding the five thousand.  

Matthew has a second account. And 
in this account it again becomes clear 
why Jesus is feeding the multitude. The 
text says, “Then Jesus called his disciples 
unto him, and said, I have compassion 
on the multitude because they continue 
with me now three days, and have noth-
ing to eat: and I will not send them away 
fasting, lest they faint in the way” (Matt. 
15:32). Why is Jesus feeding this multi-
tude that numbered four thousand men, 
beside women and children (Matt. 
15:38)? The text does not say it was be-
cause these were poor, but it becomes 
obvious that they had run out of food. 
For three days they were eating from 
what they had.  

Mark’s account of and explanation 
for feeding the five thousand is like Mat-
thew’s. The gospel of Mark reads, “And 
Jesus, when he came out, saw much peo-
ple, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, because  they were as sheep 
not having a shepherd: and he began to 
teach them many things. And when the 
day was far spent, his disciples came unto 

him, and said, This is a desert place, and 
the time is far passed. Send them away, 
that they may go into the country round 
about, and into the villages, and buy 
themselves bread: for they have nothing 
to eat” (Mark 5:34–36). 

In both the account in Mark and the 
account in Matthew, men and women 
have not come to Jesus because he 
opened up a hill side restaurant. Neither 
are they expectant of Jesus because they 
are poor. Both accounts say that they 
were to go into the villages and to buy 
themselves something to eat (Matt. 
14:15; Mark 5:36).  Jesus feeds these out 
of a sense of duty to take care of the men 
and women who were receiving his teach-
ing.  

Students of the Bible understand 
that Luke’s account of the gospel often 
highlights the story of persons who are 
outcasts, excluded, and poor. There are 
stories like that of the good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:33) and the story of the beggar, 
Lazarus (Luke 16:20) But even in Luke’s 
account, the story of the feeding of the 
five thousand is not about a ministry to 
the poor of the world. 

Luke gives this account. First, the 
people who followed were mostly being 
taught: “And the people, when they 
knew it, followed him: and he received 
them, and spake unto them of the king-
dom of God and healed them that had 
need of healing” (Luke 9:11).  

Second, in this account also, the dis-
ciples have the ability to go and to buy 
food (Luke 9:11). Third, at that point 
Jesus feeds them (Luke 9:16–17).  

 

                                 
 



 All Visitors! 
You Are Our 

Honored Guests!  

Theme: Runners, To Your Marks! 
May 19–24, 2018, (Hebrews 12:1–2). 
You may visit the website at 
WWW.COCNL2018.COM to register  

2018 THEME: “Runners To Your Marks: Patience and the Race Before Us” (Heb. 12:1–2) 

CORNELIUS CORNER: The best way to file for disability 

compensation is to apply online at eBenefits. To submit a paper appli-
cation, download and complete VA Form 21-526EZ, "Application for 
Disability Compensation and Related Compensation Benefits" and 
mail the application to: 
   U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  
   Claims Intake Center 
   PO Box 4444 
   Janesville, WI 53547-4444 

16th–Bobby & Twana Roebuck (10 Years) 
19th–Micheal & Monique Curry (26 Years) 
22nd–Richard & Wanda Jones  (35 Years) 
23rd–Ollie & Thelma  Carpenter  (66 Years) 
27th–Jeff & Alicia Patton (3 Years) 

FEBRUARYBIRTHDAYS 
2nd Candice Rumph; 5th D’Tondja 
Foster, Michael Foster, Willie Mas-
sey; 8th Ruby Reaves; 13th Lessie 

Williams, Angela Miller, Regina Scott; 15th 
Brianna Crim, Reginald Nichols; 16th Alfre-
da Howell; 18th Alvin Eaton; 19th Mary 
Hargraves, 21st Detrice Ingram; 22nd Frank 
Dulin, Xavier Warren, 23rd Jewel Johnson, 
Kevin McLaurin, Lillie Nelson, 28th 
Rosalyn Evans,  Jacalyn McCloud 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
MARCELLA KENDALL 

CAPERNAUM CHURCH OF CHRIST 
FELLOWSHIP MEETING: February 
4, 2018. The speakers will be brother 
Robert Smith at 11 a.m. and brother 
Curtis Parker at 3 p.m. Lunch will be 
served from 12:45 p.m.– 2 p.m. (Location: 
Clemmons, NC) 

 

Heritage Program 
14th Annual African American  

Churches of Christ  
Heritage Program   

Sunday, February 25, 2018 
. 

35.$!9 3#(//, !44%.$Ȥ
!.#% $2)6% $!9ȡ Help us 
reach our goal of 275 on Feb-
ruary 18, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. We 

are encouraging everyone to attend. We 
look forward to seeing you!  

2018 MILLENNIAL REACH 
CONFERENCE March 22-25, 
2018 in New Orleans: Theme: 
òThe Kingdom Strikes Back: 

Reaching the Comeback Generationó Regis-
tration $125.00. If need additional infor-
mation or have questions please see sister 
Carmen Caruthers. Website information: 
www.thenewheightschurch.com/millennialsreach18 

 Reading Safari 
The Reading Safari will 
meet Saturday, February 
17, 2018 at 10:30 a.m.  If 

you need additional information please con-
tact Felecia Caruthers at (336) 575-2972.  

41st Annual Southeastern Youth For 
Christ Conference: Theme: òUp Into The 
Mountainó July 16-19, 2018 at Georgia 
Southern University, Statesboro, GA. Registra-
tion of $50.00 deposit due by May 31, 2018. 
Please see brother or sister Caruthers for addi-
tional information. 

MENõS & LADIESõ BIBLE CLASS  
Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 5 p.m.  

Attention all members, 
each 4th Sunday will be 
our Youth Sunday and 
we are asking for each 
member to contribute 
$5.00 or more towards 

our Youth. Thank you in advance for your 
support and contribution! 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/COMPENSATION/apply.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/COMPENSATION/apply.asp


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

RESPONSIVE READING 
   Titus 1:8–13 

 

READER: But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good 
men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 
 

CHURCH: Holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine 
both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 
 

READER:  For there are many unruly and vain 
talkers and deceivers, specially they of the 
circumcision: 
 

CHURCH:  Whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole houses, teaching things which they 
ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. 
 

READER: One of themselves, even a prophet of 
their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil 
beasts, slow bellies. 
 

UNISON: This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke 
them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; 

 

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, empower us to live as people 
who love hospitality and good persons. Strengthen 
us to be sober, just, holy, and temperate. In the 
name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M  

SONG LEADER                                  Roy Izzard              

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.  
      

10:00 A.M.  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS            Joseph Wilson       

INVOCATION           Artis Rucker                                                                                               

SONG DIRECTOR                       Mario McKennon  

SCRIPTURE                        Edward Maxwell Jr.  

RESPONSIVE READING          Joseph Crim  

PRAYER            Cecil Oliver   

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr.                     
OFFERING            Reginald Nichols 

LORD’S SUPPER                       Bernard Terry  

READER            Simon Johnson   

CLOSING PRAYER           Richard Jones  

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                

                                                

 6:30 P.M.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS          Joseph Wilson         

INVOCATION                      Victor Baldwin  

SONG DIRECTOR          Roy Oliphant                            

SCRIPTURE            Joseph Ford   

RESPONSIVE READING                 Juan Williams   

PRAYER                       Walter Weathers Jr  

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.                   
OFFERING           Isiah Black  

LORD’S SUPPER          Adriel Hall    

CLOSING PRAYER          James Gadson   

GUESTS PRESENTATION        
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 7: 52) 
They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Gal-
ilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet. 

USHERS 

Sis. Diane Foxworth, sis. Shagail Reed, bro. Reginald 
Nichols, sis. Dolly Warren, sis. Willie Mae Cherry, bro. James 
Cherry, sis. Marleshia Young, sis. Kim Littlejohn, sis. 
Rashunda Stitt, bro. Adolphus Coplin, bro. Walter Weathers 
Jr., sis. Peja Warren, bro. Jarvis Warren, bro. Roy Oliphant, 
bro. Cecil Oliver, bro. Jefferson Caruthers Jr., sis. Mary 
Terry, sis. Maegan Gomez, bro. William Pouncey  

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR FEBRUARY    

Brother Roy Oliphant 
(336) 765-3105 

PRAYER REQUEST 

Jeff Patton  Andrew Jackson  Todd Woods 

A. J. Crim   Curtis Conner Javar Jones 

Arnold Thomas Jarvis Warren Kobe Williams 

James Floyd Joseph Ford Bernard Wallace 

OUR SICK AND SHUT-IN  
Sis. Immogene Bray, sis. Gloria Brown, 
Roscoe Burgess, sis. Diane Foxworth, 
brother John Foxworth, bro. Barry Har-
per, sis. Dorris Jones, bro. Everette Jones, 

sis. Dorothy Livingston, sis. Frances Mason, bro. 
Eric Nelson, bro. Leroy Nelson, sis. Martha Reyn-
olds, sis. Carol Weathers, sis. Thomasina Williams, 
sis. Theresa Witherspoon 

 EVENING USHERS  
D. J. Crim Xavier Warren 

Jarvis Warren A. J. Crim 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Timothy-6-16/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 
 Co-Capt.  Bro. R. Burgess (748-0282) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
   Thursdays @ 2 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

 

   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worshipééééé....8 A.M. 
Bible Schooléééééééé.. é...9 A.M. 
Morning Worshipééééééé....10 A.M. 
Evening Worshipééééééé.6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENSô & LADIESô BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachersô Meetingéééééééé... é..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bankééééééé.é10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meetingééééé. é.10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathersô Support Groupé ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministryéééééééé  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   

FOR THE MONTH OF February 

Brother Walter Weathers  

CHILDRENSõ WORSHIP  
4th   Diane Foxworth/Maegan Gomez  
11th Diane Foxworth/Alicia Patton  

18th Tamah Williams/DõAsia Willams 

25th Leah Adkins/Chanel Foxworth   
 

NURSERY DUTY  
 

4th   Leah Adkins/Leah Oxley  
11th Kendra Scott/Melanie Scott  
18th  Sherry Woods/Tabbatha Burgess/  
         Karsyn King  
25th  Sandra Jones/Tamika Nelson  

 

 

GREETERS  
4th Alinda Gadson/Sonya Izzard  

11th Athenia Pouncey/Lillie Alford  

18th Carol Weathers/Hazel Gordon  

25th Cynthia Judge/Eshe Johnson  
 

    COMMUNION  PREPARERS  

Geraldine Jackson/Lillie Holmes  
 

ZZZ 

BAPTISMAL  COMMITTEE  
Lillie Holmes/Wanda Jones 

Shanita Green 
 

VAN TRANSPORTATION 
TBA  

  COMMENTARY CORNER  
    The account of the feeding of the five 
thousand is also in John’s gospel. And 
again, the feeding is not about the poor. 
John records, “And a great multitude fol-
lowed him, because they saw his miracles 
which he did on them that were dis-
eased” (John 6:2).  

It was after the feeding of the five thou-
sand that we learn that Jesus does not see 
the feeding as an effective method to pro-
mote discipleship. He instead castigates the 
persons who were fed, informing them that 
while they should have appreciated the 
miracle of the feeding, they were only con-
tinuing to follow him because they ate and 
were filled (John 6:26).  

What we have addressed is yet another 
myth about giving. As we approach the text 

where Paul is encouraged to remember the 
poor (Gal. 2:10)  it should be understood 
that this is not a strategy to evangelize the 
lost. It is instead the will of God that the 
gentiles who believed had opportunity to 
support any Jews who may have become 
poor, but who also were believers.  

However one arrives at the conclusion 
that outreach to the poor who are unsaved 
is an evangelistic method for the church, it 
should be understood that the feeding of 
the five thousand does not make that 
point. Jesus was ministering to Jews when 
he fed the multitudes. Paul was ministering 
to believers when he remembered the poor.  

Paul writes to the Romans that his 
ministry to the poor saints is part of the 
plan of God for partnering the needs of 

Jewish believers with the provision of gen-
tile believers.  

Paul writes, “But now I go to Jerusalem 
to minister to the saints. For it hath 
pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to 
make a certain contribution for the poor 
saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath 
pleased them verily; and their debtors they 
are. For if the gentiles have been made par-
takers of their spiritual things, their duty is 
also to minister unto them in carnal 
things” (Rom. 15:25–27). We should not 
miss the references to “poor saints,” and 
“spiritual things.” These give insights into 
how godly people remember the poor. Our 
giving  is in the context of what is spiritual, 
what supports the work of the kingdom, 
what fulfills the mission of Jesus Christ.  
     


