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JEFF';';';‘;%“;R;'LE:T“::R‘;JR all things that pertain unto |ife and godlli
' = and virtue: Whereby are given us exyeedhhndgfb
. partakers of the divine nature, having esc|a
__.EIA beside this, giving all diligence(2a®diBgo |y
sus sought to teach Nicodemus alisuh the area of virtue, translated The body of knowledge we have in
he work of God when Nicodemus iexcel | enced i n <samingto salvasiom ;mforms us thabvee

came to him by night (John B2). Nic- 1:5). Excellence is the characteristic diave a different standing with God and
odemushad aready cometo theconclu- God that has to do with the quality of Christ than we had outside of Christ.
sion that God must have been with Jeslisperformance, activity, andwork. ItPet er wr i t es, A Gr &
because of the miracles Jesus did. Jeals® has to do with the essence of Higlied unto you through the knowledge
turns the conversation away from the existence. God is the highest. Godisof God, and of Jes:s
miracles he was doing to the necessitpaffect. Everything God does He doedin 2) . A Graceo and
all men being born again to enter into accord with His perfect will. And the salutations shared with readers of the
the kingdom of God (John 3.3). child of God is dalrlsead cleynt@®@o dyds Whx
Reading this interaction further, orlence. (2 Pet. 1:3). salutation is that grace and peace take
comes to understand that being born By this excellence, the child of Godn whole new meanings when they are
again, entering the kingdom, and beliefnderstands that life has meaning andgpoken in the context of knowledge of
in, faith in what God does in His Son quality. There is a reason for existencthe work of God through Jesus. In Jesu:
will be inextricably linked together for And there is reason for one to arise eveere is a new and more powerful exist-
any who would have relationship with ryday with purpose and intent. Not ongnce related to grace and peace.
God. The faith statement Jesus makewisirise with purpose and intent, butto Pet er conti nues,
familiar t o many :ariséifrjoyrand Gaelratisnpawdreol tieide powerehath given unto us all
world, that he gave his only begotten opportunity one has to experience livittgngs that pertain unto life and godli-
Son, that whosoever believeth in him life to its fullest, accomplishing not onlyess, through the knowledge of him tha
should not perish, but have everlastingvhat is pleasing to God, but whatisatsa | | ed us to gl or
i fed (John 3: 16 )pleasiighoghe mgivasalt Weeskouldvithe dhild of God should know that the
share this truth before and after the understand the blessing of not only ddkey to gaining an understanding of all
death of Jesus Christ. But it takes on ing what our hands find to do, but alsdhat pertains to life and godliness is
much more significance when it involviesgive our work our best with our ~ again the knowledge that they have of
faith that the same Jesus who was crd@nds, and to judge the productionw@-0 d 6 s savi ng wor Kk
fied, is now raised from the dead. Thighy of an acceptable daily offering to Goddés children a
the faith understanding with which evesod. As God is perfect in his activity, that we have a knowledge and under-
ry child of God begins. There can be meork, and performance, the child of standing about life that empowers us to
relationship with God the Father until God seeks to give his and her best todiain and appreciate what is most

there is a faith relationship based on living, activity, and performance. meaningful in life. And we understand
belief in the death, burial, and resurrec- Peter continues in his writing in- that this knowledge we have is
tion of Jesus Christ. forming the saints what should be addewwledge we are eager to share with

Once the believer acknowledges ttamtheir faith. After virtue, Peter says tludihers. Salvation in Christ gives all an
faith determines the relationship he arlchowledge should be added (2 Pet. 1&jvantage in life. There is great benefit
she has with God, the believer can begrere is a certain knowledge we gainto knowing our standing before God.
building on that faith (2 Pet. 1:5). And and have when coming to Christ and
we have studi ed ibengPaged . &mnddhere isknowtedge g t hat
the child of God acknowledges that orikat we continue to glean as we grow in ~CONTI NUED
of the areas of continued growth for alChrist, adding to our faith.
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