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Commentary Corner : òTHE EVERLASTING KINGDOM, THE HOUSE, 
AND THE CHURCHó  (STUDIES IN SECOND PETER#14)  òFor he received from God 
the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we 

were with him in the holy mountó (2 Peter 1:17ï18).  

J esus offered insightful instruction to a 
certain man who sought to follow him. 
He informed the would be disciple, ñFoxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his headò (Luke 9:58). Jesus was speaking 
to the uncertainty of the call to ministry. 
Any who sought to follow him should know 
that it was not certain where home would be 
each night. And his ministry was not of the 
nature that he would work in the morning, 
through the day, into the evening, and final-
ly return to his house at night.  

The progress of faith in Jesus as Messiah 
provided believers opportunity to participate 
in fulfilling  the prophecies of Scripture by 
allowing them to provide housing for the 
Son who was well pleasing before his Father 
(2 Pet. 1:17ï18). And later, housing for men 
and women who confessed Jesus as Lord, 
were baptized, and continued in the teaching 
of the apostles (Acts 2:41ï42).  The houses 
of men and women provide the background 
for early activity among church people.  

When Jesus walked the earth, believers 
provided him a place to lay his head, share in 
meals, and teach about the kingdom. Luke 
records these words: ñNow it came to pass, as 
they went, that he entered into a certain vil-
lage: and a certain woman named Martha 
received him into her houseò (Luke 10:38). 
We should reflect on the truth that though 
Jesus had no certain place to lay his head, 
hospitable persons like Martha provided 
housing for him.  

Martha had a sister named Mary (Luke 
10:39) who was also in the home. Scripture 
gives us a look through the window at what 
Jesus did in the home of Martha. He did not 
go in and simply rest his feet. He did not 
take a nap. He instead comes into the home 
and engaged the occupants with teaching. 
Jesus took advantage of the opportunity to 
teach. This is important foreshadowing of 

how the church functioned in the days, 
months, and years of the early church. The 
believers in the first century found them-
selves not being people of the temple, but 
people who are more correctly described as 
people of the house. The homes of believers 
became the meeting place of many first cen-
tury believers.  

Jesus demonstrated in his ministry that 
the house was a legitimate place to teach. But 
the episode in the home of Martha reminds 
us that it was not only the teaching; it was 
also hospitality, the willingness to receive 
Jesus into her home. And what people often 
did was provide a meal, nourishment to 
those who came into their homes. Martha 
was busy with serving, and not simply, serv-
ing. The text says that she was involved in 
ñmuch servingò (Luke 10:40).  

 Luke recorded an earlier teaching of 
Jesus related to the expectation of hospitality 
and serving. Jesus asked, ñWhich of you shall 
have a friend, and shall go unto him at mid-
night, and say unto him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves;ò (Luke 11:5). Notice the repeti-
tion of the word, ñfriend.ò Jesus continued, 
ñFor a friend of mine in his journey is come 
to me, and I have nothing to set before 
him?ò (Luke 11:6).  Jesus was actually sharing 
this story to emphasize that persistence in 
asking often had greater weight than friend-
ship relationships. Accordingly, the child of 
God should ask, seek, and knock (Luke 
11:9). For our purposes, however, we take 
away that the culture of that time was that 
when friends arrived at the home of any, the 
host would provide something for the person 
to eat.  

Martha involved herself in providing 
something for Jesus. She was so busy with 
her service that she became discouraged over 
what her sister Mary was doing. The text 
reads, ñBut Martha was cumbered about 
much serving, and came to him, and said, 

Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath 
left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that 
she help meò (Luke 10:40). A lesson present 
day readers should understand is that in this 
Jesus taught, but the food was prepared and 
served by Martha. In the house church, the 
hosting person took the lead in providing 
the food.  

Serving Jesus was a good work. But the 
food was not primary at this point. It was not 
the priority. Jesus responded to Marthaôs 
frustration with these words: ñMartha, Mar-
tha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many things: But one thing is needful: and 
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from herò (Luke 10:41ï

42).  
We learn from this interaction another 

important lesson. Men were not the only 
ones who listened to the teachings of Jesus. 
The women also heard his words. In truth, it 
is evident in this story alone that many as-
pects of ñfaith lifeò involved the work of 
women, especially seen in this house setting. 
And the first century church members cen-
tered their activities around many homes.  

In the second installment of the writings 
of Luke, the book of Acts, we find women 
mentioned as persons assisting the work of 
the church by way of offering their homes. 
When Peter was released from prison we 
read, ñAnd when he had considered the 
thing, he came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, whose surname was Mark, 
where many were gathered together pray-
ingò (Acts 12:12).  
When Jesus lived on earth, Marthaôs 

house provided a place for teaching, and her 
sister Mary was a student (Luke 10:40ï42).  
When Jesus  ascended into heaven and sat at 
the right hand of the Father, Mary the moth-
er of John opened her house to be a meeting 
place for prayer (Acts 12:12).  
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2017 THEME: “Praying for open doors to speak the word of christ” (col. 4:3) 
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 All Visitors! 
You Are Our 

Honored Guests!  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

1st, Justun Green; 3rd, Stanley King; 

5th, Audrey Dussop, Eric Isaiah 

Nelson;  8th, Joshua Caruthers, AJ Crim; 10th, 

Chelsea Cook; 11th, Heather King; 14th, Adri-

anne Cloud, George McNair; 16th, Courtney 

Thomas-Mays; 17th, Adolphus Coplin; 18th, 

Tevin Loyd; 19th, Kolbe Adkins; 20th, Cynthia 

Judge; 23rd, DJ Crim; 25th, Howard A. Brown, 

Tomisha Gaither,: 27th, Brian Jackson; 28th, 

Anthony Ingram, Kim McNair, Elizabeth Oli-

ver; 30th, Robert Fowler 

Theme: Runners, To Your Marks! May 
19ñ24, 2018, (Hebrews 12:1-2). You 
may visit the website at 
WWW.COCNL2018.COM  to register.  

(40 years) Roy & Edelina Oliphant  - 5th  

(38 years) Marion  & Hazel Gordon  - 17th  
(57 years) Johnny & Shirley Correll  - 24th  

CARVER ROAD 
CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 2017 
MENõS RETREAT 
December 7thð9th, 

2017 at the Caraway Conference Center, 

Sofia, NC. Online registration: 

www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org.  

Full Package $140.00 (18 and above)/

$70.00 (17 and under), Travel Package 
$100.00 (18 and above)/$70.00 (17 and 

under), Daily Package $60.00 (all ages). If 

you need additional information or have 

questions you may contact brother George 

McNair at (336) 887-0056. 
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4ÈÅ !ÎÎÕÁÌ "ÒÏÔÈÅÒÈÏÏÄ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ 
ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 3ÁÌÉÓÂÕÒÙȟ .#  $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ χȟ 
φτυϋ ÁÔ χ ÐȢÍȢ  !ÒÅÁ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÈÏÏÄ 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÒÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
ςπρψ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ 
ÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÈÏÏÄȢ KURIAKOS HOUSE : Donõt 

forget to visit the Kuriakos House 
table located in the foyer for events 
and happenings. You may contact 

sister Felecia Caruthers at (336)767-4201 if 
you have any questions or need additional 
information.  

35.$!9 3#(//,  
!44%.$!.#% $2)6% 
$!9ȡ Help us reach our 
goal of 275 on Decem-
ber 17th at 9:00 a.m. We 

are encouraging everyone to attend. 
We look forward to seeing you!  

CORNELIUS CORNER: The VA Interest Rate Reduction 

Refinance Loan (IRRRL) lowers your interest rate by refinancing 
your existing VA home loan. By obtaining a lower interest rate, 
your monthly mortgage payment should decrease. You can also 
refinance an adjustable rate mortgage (ARM) into a fixed rate 
mortgage. For more information visit us on va.benefits.gov 

  Sunday School  

      on Review 
Sunday, December 3, 2017: 
Nursery through 12th grade will 

showcase their studies during our regular Sun-
day school class. We are encouraging everyone 
to come out and support the Education Bible 
School Department.  

   Reading Safari 
The next Reading Safari to be 
announced. Keep reading! 

http://va.benefits.gov


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

RESPONSIVE READING  
  2 Tim. 2:13 ï18 

READER: If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: 
he cannot deny himself. 
 

CHURCH:  Of these things put them in 
remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they 
strive not about words to no profit, but to the 
subverting of the hearers. 
 

READER:  Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. 
 

CHURCH:   But shun profane and vain babblings: 
for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 
 

READER: And their word will eat as doth a canker: 
of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 
 

UNISON: Who concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past already; and 
overthrow the faith of some. 
 

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, strengthen us to make every effort to 

show ourselves approved before you, workers who do 

not need to be ashamed. In the name of Jesus, we pray, 

Amen.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M  

SONG LEADER                                 James Gadson          

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr. 

       

10:00 A.M.  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS            Roy Oliphant 

INVOCATION            Roy Izzard                                                                                                 

SONG DIRECTOR                       Adolphus Coplin    

SCRIPTURE                        Doug Crim  

RESPONSIVE READING          Cecil Oliver  

PRAYER            Walter Weathers   

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.                     

OFFERING             Reginald Nichols 

LORDõS SUPPER                        T. J. Loyd  

READER             Simon Johnson  

CLOSING PRAYER           James Gadson    

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                

                                                

 6:30 P.M.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS            Roy Oliphant  

INVOCATION                          Joseph Transou  

SONG DIRECTOR            Mario McKennon                            

SCRIPTURE              Jeff Patton  

RESPONSIVE READING                   Juan Williams  

PRAYER                         Victor Baldwin   

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.                   
OFFERING             Anthony Clinton  

LORDõS SUPPER            Harold Brown  

CLOSING PRAYER            Ollie Carpenter  

GUESTS PRESENTATION    
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 7: 42) 
Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the 
seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, 
where David was?  

USHERS 

Bro. Artis Rucker, bro. George Leak, sis. Diane Foxworth, 
bro. Jasper Horton, sis. Lillie Holmes, sis. Kiona Wilson, 
bro. Bernard Wallace, sis. Heather King, bro. Richard Jones, 
bro. Stanley King, bro. Ron Jessup, bro. Adriel Hall, bro. 
Walter Weathers, sis. Indya Rucker, sis. Willie Mae Cherry, 
sis. Marleshia Young, sis. Kim Littlejohn, sis. Dolly Warren, 
bro. James Cherry, sis. Kendra Scott, sis. LeAngela Stewart, 
sis. Tamah Williams, bro. Juan Williams 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR NOVEMBER  

Brother Roy Oliphant  
(336) 765 -3105 

PRAYER REQUEST  

 EVENING USHERS  
A. J. Crim Kobe Williams 

J. Warren  D. J. Crim 

Jeff Patton Curtis Conner Bernard Wallace  

Todd Woods Harold Brown Andrew Jackson  

Jarvis Warren Javar Jones James Cherry 

Isiah Black D. J. Crim Kobe Williams 

OUR SICK AND SHUT -IN  
Sis. Immogene Bray, sis. Gloria Brown, sis. 
Linda Burgess, bro. Roscoe Burgess, bro. 
John Foxworth, bro. Barry Harper, sis. 

Dorris Jones, bro. Everette Jones, sis. Dorothy Liv-
ingston, bro. Leroy Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds, 
bro. Carlos Rucker, sis. Theresa Witherspoon 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Timothy-6-16/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 
 

  Bro. Anthony Clinton 
 Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
  Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 
 Co-Capt.  Bro. R. Burgess (748-0282) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
   Thursdays @ 2 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

 

   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worshipééééé....8 A.M. 
Bible Schooléééééééé.. é...9 A.M. 
Morning Worshipééééééé....10 A.M. 
Evening Worshipééééééé.6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENSô & LADIESô BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachersô Meetingéééééééé... é..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bankééééééé.é10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meetingééééé. é.10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathersô Support Groupé ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministryéééééééé  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   

FOR THE MONTH OF November  

Brother Micheal Curry 

 

CHILDRENS’ WORSHIP  
5th ñ Syiette Baldwin/Alicia Patton  
12th ñ Wendy Thomas/Alicia Patton  
19th ñ Diane Foxworth/Teresa Love  
26th ñ Leah Adkins/Chanel Foxworth  

 

NURSERY DUTY  
5thñYolonda Crim/Brianna Crim 
12thð Meredith Boyd/Brinay Simon 
19thñTonya Bellanger/Treva Loyd 
26thñChava Mash/Meika Sherrard 

 

GREETERS  
5th ñLillie Holmes/Indya Rucker  
12th ñLinda Burgess/Martha March  
19th ñFrances Mason/Maegan Gomez  

26th ñMeredith Boyd/Tabbatha Burgess  

 

    COMMUNION  PREPARERS  

Warnetta Eccles/Jewel Johnson  
 

ZZZ 

Baptismal Committee  
Lillie Holmes/Wanda Jones/Shanita Green 

 

VAN TRANSPORTATION 
Thomas Loyd, Sr.  

 

  COMMENTARY CORNER   
 
    The Apostle Paul, later in the book of 
Acts, taught a woman name Lydia. And the 
text reads, ñAnd when she was baptized, 
and her household, she besought us, say-
ing, if ye have judged me to be faithful, to 
the Lord, come into my house, and abide 
there. And she constrained usò (Acts 
16:15).  

These stories provide important back-
ground information necessary for complet-
ing the story of the importance of houses 
and homes related to the first century 
church. The children of God would come 
from certain parts of a city, assemble with 
the saints, share in communion, offer pray-
ers,  sing hymns, and hear the word of 

God. These kind of practices must certainly 
have been in mind of the writer of the ex-
hortation to the Hebrews when he writes 
that they should not forsake the assembling 
of themselves together (Hebrews 10:25). 

The saints assembled in the house of 
Priscilla and Aquilla. Paul writes to the Ro-
mans, ñGreet Priscilla and Aquila my help-
ers in Christ Jesus, Who have for my life 
laid down their own necks: unto whom not 
only I give thanks, but also all the churches 
of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the church 
that is in their house. Salute my wellbe-
loved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of 
Achaia unto Christò (Rom. 16:3–5).  
Paul writes to Philemon, ñPaul a pris-

oner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our 
brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, 

and fellowlabourer, And to our beloved 
Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, 
and to the church in thy houseò (Philemon 
1–2).  

We acknowledge today, as Peter did in 
his day, that Jesus is Son of God, with 
whom the Father was well pleased. His life 
and ministry that found him in the homes 
of first century believers, provides us under-
standing of the importance of first century 
homes for meeting with and assembling 
with the people of God. These engaged 
themselves in living out the meaning of 
being citizens in the everlasting kingdom.  
And they show us the importance of con-
tinue to meet and to assemble with the 
church today.  

 


