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Commentary Corner : OTHE EVERLASTING KINGDOM AND THE
CHURCHOG ( STSEDONDPETER#13) O Wher ef ore t he rEt

PREACHER-SHEPHERD diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things ye shall never fall.

i so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of gur

o — AN and Saviour Jesil$).Christoé (2 Peter 1:10

Jesuspoke of the church and the king- name of Jesus (Actsi49. They were beingnultitude of them that believed were of one
dom in the same context (Matthew 16:1&Id by unbelieving Jewish leaders. Thedeeart and of one soul: neither said any of
i 19). He states that he would build his  leaders, unable to deny that Peter and Jotirem that ought of the things which he pos-
church upon Peter and his confession of thad performed a significant miracle on a sessed was his own; but they had all things
messiahship of Jesus. He then assures thagin lame in his feet, charged them nottoc o mmono ( Act s 4: 32)
Peter would be given the keys to the kingspeak or to teach in the name of Jesus (Attsre any among them that lacked: for as
dom of heaven, binding on earth whateve4:16 17). Still Peter insists that he must many as were possessors of lands or houst
has already been bound, and loosing on obey God (Acts 4:19). Then the text readsold them, and brought the prices of the
earth whatever has already beenloosedin So when t hey had things thalveere sddhAndladtthem down
heaven (Matt. 16:19). Kingdom life and they let them go, finding nothing howtheyat t he apostl esd f e
church life are to complement one anothemight punish them, because of the peoplenade unto every man according as he had
We continue to reflect on life in the everlagtr all men glorified God for that whichwas e e d 0 (128}t s 4: 34
ing kingdom appreciating that we experiedce ne 6 ( Act s 4:21) . What we learn from analyzing this epi-
the kingdom through life in and with the Though the apostles experienced harshde is that the apostles enjoyed great sup-
church. treatment because of their faith in Jesus port and strength as a result of their fellow-
Life in the church is to be understood @rist, faith that they shared with other  ship with the church. We learn also that the
a blessing. It is the opportunity to live withmembers of the church, they still found church provides a context where men and
understanding and wisdom related to our comfort in their association with those whavomen can pray for the wedling of other
existence. It provides one the toolswith bel i eved. We r ead, chidiemadGol. @hene i aldo evidengedhat
which each person makes sense of ever ket to their own company, and reported @ié church provides opportunity for men
ing been born into this world. We often  that the chief priests and elders had said and women to show their godlike nature by
hear otherwise. unto themo (Act s 5 thér8oncern &l @avision r theinbdoth-r
There are many who speak of their ~ stand is that the church provided a contexrs and sisters. Church life encourages a
church lives as punishment, robbery, capt®r sharing what the apostles faced from world view that understands that our lives
ity. These talk as if they have been deprivése who were not in the faith. do not revolve around the seasons, the cli-
of what life has to offer. And it is fair to The apostles not only shared the ill treagte, the environment, scientific explora-
wonder whether there are any witnesses, ment they received, but with the church tHgn, and human good will. Church life be-
persons willing to stand, to come forward engaged in what belongs to church peoplgins with the acknowledgement that we are
and to speak in positive and convincing walgse; that is, the privilege of goingtotheGod 6 s and God i s ou
about how the church benefits the lives ofFather in prayer. Accordingly, we read, truth that rivals or contradicts this truth.
believers. f6And when they hebfeidabouhwdatGodistomy. | i f t
What would this person say? Which their voice to God with one accord, and Paul is a second example of what atti-
direction would the advocate for church lifeaid, Lord, thou art God, which hast madeides believers had about others, even whe
lead? And is it possible that the experiendagaven and earth, and the sea, and all thaftuated in hostile and unpleasant circum-
of this one would transfer and be relevantiton t hem i so0 ( Act s dancd Paul was Amhid way to &ome. Hp
other believers? was heard. The c h apavelled asra priaathes with othertpliseners.
We can begin answering this questiovhen they had prayed, the place was shakerendured many days on the sea through
by examining whether the apostles showathere they were assembled together; andife threatening storms. What is clear about
any difference in their perspective on life they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, arfds treacherous journey to Rome is that pre:
when they were with other believers. A cdiiey spake the word of God with bold-  ence and association with brothers gave Pa
ple of passages come to mind. In the firsth € s S 0 (Acts 4: 31) . strengthand encouragement.
Peter and John were questioned about why Their association did not end with re-
they continued to preach andtoteachintheo r t s and prayers, but we |~CONTINUEDAN
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COMMENTARY CORNER him in faith. Paul was desirous of spendeause for sadness with Paul. God provid
ing time with brothers. us brothers and sisters for which we
Paul found himself nearing the end of  This gives some indication, too, thatshould be thankful. These share with us
his journey to Rome. He and the othersPaul received favor from those whowere he under st andi ng
tarried in Syracuse three days (Acts 28:@83orting him to Rome. We are to remewmerld and we are his children.
Then we read, A An doerfthaté&od used reamycpeoplevte bless hisPaul not only thanked God, he also
fetched a compass, and came to Rhegighitdren. What is also interesting is not took courage. God gives us one another
and after one day the south wind blew, only was Paul desirous to stay with the help us navigate our way through life anc
and we came the next day to Puteoli: brothers, but the support he gets from the storms of life. In the case with Peter
Where we found brethren, and were debrothers from churches in other cities. and John, corporate prayer resulted in
sired to tarry with them sevendays: andsoThe t ext r eads, Dolmess. Iifthecase withRaual,daulis
we went towar d-1Ro muen th¢ lathres hear®af us3hey caneecouraged by the presence of his broth:
Though Paul has been through somt® meet us as far as Appii forum, and Thees. We need simply to acknowledge the
of the roughest times any could experi- three taverns: whom when Paul say, hepossibilities of life direction and encour-
ence, and this because of his faithin Jesus,an ked God, and tagemknticthisisitos gne the stody oftPs
he has no bitterness toward God, nor th28:15). ter and John to continue to explore the
people of God. Difficult times did not di-  Paul thanked God when he saw his teaching of the benefit of church membel
minish his faith. Hard times emboldenedrothers. Church brothers were not a ship and fellowship in the kingdom.
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