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Commentary Corner : òTHE EVERLASTING KINGDOM AND THE  

CHURCHó  (STUDIES IN SECOND PETER#13)  òWherefore the rather brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things ye shall never fall. For 

so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christó (2 Peter 1:10ï11).  

J esus spoke of the church and the king-
dom in the same context (Matthew 16:18
ï19). He states that he would build his 
church upon Peter and his confession of the 
messiahship of Jesus. He then assures that 
Peter would be given the keys to the king-
dom of heaven, binding on earth whatever 
has already been bound, and loosing on 
earth whatever has already been loosed in 
heaven (Matt. 16:19).  Kingdom life and 
church life are to complement one another.  
We continue to reflect on life in the everlast-
ing kingdom appreciating that we experience 
the kingdom through life in and with the 
church.  

Life in the church is to be understood as 
a blessing. It is the opportunity to live with 
understanding and wisdom related to our 
existence. It provides one the tools with 
which each person makes sense of ever hav-
ing been born into this world. We often 
hear otherwise.  

There are many who speak of their 
church lives as punishment, robbery, captiv-
ity. These talk as if they have been deprived 
of what life has to offer. And it is fair to 
wonder whether there are any witnesses, any 
persons willing to stand, to come forward 
and to speak in positive and convincing ways 
about how the church benefits the lives of 
believers.  

What would this person say? Which 
direction would the advocate for church life 
lead? And is it possible that the experiences 
of this one would transfer and be relevant to 
other believers?  

We can begin answering this question 
by examining whether the apostles showed 
any difference in their perspective on life 
when they were with other believers. A cou-
ple of passages come to mind. In the first, 
Peter and John were questioned about why 
they continued to preach and to teach in the 

name of Jesus (Acts 4:8ï 9). They were being 
held by unbelieving Jewish leaders.  These 
leaders, unable to deny that Peter and John 
had performed a significant miracle on a 
man lame in his feet, charged them not to 
speak or to teach in the name of Jesus (Acts 
4:16ï17).  Still Peter insists that he must 
obey God (Acts 4:19). Then the text reads, 
ñSo when they had further threatened them, 
they let them go, finding nothing how they 
might punish them, because of the people: 
for all men glorified God for that which was 
doneò (Acts 4:21).  

Though the apostles experienced harsh 
treatment because of their faith in Jesus 
Christ, faith that they shared with other 
members of the church, they still found 
comfort in their association with those who 
believed. We read, ñAnd being let go, they 
went to their own company, and reported all 
that the chief priests and elders had said 
unto themò (Acts 5:23). What we under-
stand is that the church provided a context 
for sharing what the apostles faced from 
those who were not in the faith. 

The apostles not only shared the ill treat-
ment they received, but with the church they 
engaged in what belongs to church people 
alone; that is, the privilege of going to the 
Father in prayer. Accordingly, we read, 
ñôAnd when they heard that, they lifted up 
their voice to God with one accord, and 
said, Lord, thou  art God, which hast made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that 
in them isò (Acts 4:24).  And their prayer 
was heard. The chapter reads further, ñAnd 
when they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
they spake the word of God with bold-
nessò (Acts 4:31).  

Their association did not end with re-
ports and prayers, but we learn, ñAnd the 

multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul: neither said any of 
them that ought of the things which he pos-
sessed was his own; but they had all things 
commonò (Acts 4:32).  Then, ñNeither was 
there any among them that lacked: for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses 
sold them, and brought the prices of the 
things that were sold, And laid them down 
at the apostlesô feet: and distribution was 
made unto every man according as he had 
needò (Acts 4:34ï35). 

What we learn from analyzing this epi-
sode is that the apostles enjoyed great sup-
port and strength as a result of their fellow-
ship with the church. We learn also that the 
church provides a context where men and 
women can pray for the well-being of other 
children of God. There is also evidence that 
the church provides opportunity for men 
and women to show their godlike nature by 
their concern and provision for their broth-
ers and sisters. Church life encourages a 
world view that understands that our lives 
do not revolve around the seasons, the cli-
mate, the environment, scientific explora-
tion, and human good will. Church life be-
gins with the acknowledgement that we are 
Godôs and God is our Father. There is no 
truth that rivals or contradicts this truth. 
Life is about what God is doing.  

Paul is a second example of what atti-
tudes believers had about others, even when 
situated in hostile and unpleasant circum-
stances. Paul was on his way to Rome. He 
travelled as a prisoner with other prisoners. 
He endured many days on the sea through 
life threatening storms. What is clear about 
his treacherous journey to Rome is that pres-
ence and association with brothers gave Paul 
strength and encouragement.  
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All Visitors! 
You Are Our 

Honored Guests!  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

1st, Justun Green; 5th, Audrey 

Dussop, Eric Isaiah Nelson;  8th, 

Joshua Caruthers, AJ Crim; 10th, Chelsea Cook; 

14th, Adrianne Cloud, George McNair; 16th, 

Courtney Thomas-Mays; 17th, Adolphus Coplin; 

18th, Tevin Loyd; 19th, Kolbe Adkins; 20th, Cyn-

thia Judge; 23rd, DJ Crim; 25th, Howard A. 

Brown, Tomisha Gaither,: 27th, Brian Jackson; 

28th, Anthony Ingram, Kim McNair, Elizabeth 

Oliver; 30th, Robert Fowler 

Theme: Runners, To Your Marks! May 
19ñ24, 2018, (Hebrews 12:1-2). You may 
visit the website at 
WWW.COCNL2018.COM  to register. 

(40 years) Roy & Edelina Oliphant  - 5th  

(38 years) Marion  & Hazel Gordon  - 17th  
(57 years) Johnny & Shirley Correll  - 24th  

 !..5!, "2/4(%2(//$ -%%4).' 
4ÈÅ !ÎÎÕÁÌ "ÒÏÔÈÅÒÈÏÏÄ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ 
ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 3ÁÌÉÓÂÕÒÙȟ .#  $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ χȟ 
φτυϋ ÁÔ χ ÐȢÍȢ  !ÒÅÁ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÈÏÏÄ 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÒÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
ςπρψ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ 
ÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÈÏÏÄȢ 

CARVER ROAD 
CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 2017 
MENõS RETREAT 
December 7thð9th, 

2017 at the Caraway Conference Center, 

Sofia, NC. Online registration: 

www.carverroadchurchofchrist.org.  

Full Package $140.00 (18 and above)/

$70.00 (17 and under), Travel Package 
$100.00 (18 and above)/$70.00 (17 and 

under), Daily Package $60.00 (all ages). If 

you need additional information or have 

questions you may contact brother George 

McNair at (336) 887-0056. 

GLENDALE CHURCH OF CHRIST  
WORSHIP & HOMECOMING GATH-
ERING: November 19, 2017ðServices at 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m., speakers will be 
brothers Andy Moss and Odell 
Rhynehardt, Sr. (Location: Newton, NC). 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

35.$!9 3#(//,  
!44%.$!.#% $2)6% 
$!9ȡ Help us reach 
our goal of 275 on 
December 17th at 9:00 

a.m. We are encouraging everyone to 
attend. We look forward to seeing 
you! 

CORNELIUS CORNER: The VA Interest Rate 

Reduction Refinance Loan (IRRRL) lowers your interest rate by 
refinancing your existing VA home loan. By obtaining a lower 
interest rate, your monthly mortgage payment should decrease. 
You can also refinance an adjustable rate mortgage (ARM) into a 
fixed rate mortgage. For more information visit us on 
va.benefits.gov 

KURIAKOS HOUSE : Donõt 
forget to visit the Kuriakos House 
table located in the foyer for events 
and happenings. You may contact 

sister Felecia Caruthers at (336)767-4201 if you 
have any questions or need additional infor-

mation . 

   Reading Safari 
The next Reading Safari to be 
announced. Keep reading! 

  Wishing everyone a healthy, happy, 
and safe Thanksgiving! 

http://va.benefits.gov


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

RESPONSIVE READING  
  2 Tim. 2:7 ï12 

 
READER: Consider what I say; and the Lord give 
thee understanding in all things. 
 

CHURCH:  Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed 
of David was raised from the dead according to my 
gospel: 
 

READER: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, 
even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 
  
CHURCH:   Therefore I endure all things for the 
elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 
 

READER: It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead 
with him, we shall also live with him: 
 

UNISON: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: 
if we deny him, he also will deny us: 
 

PRAYER 
Father in heaven, we ask that we would all seek to 

obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus, with 

eternal glory. In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M  

SONG LEADER                               Adolphus Coplin      

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr. 

       

10:00 A.M.  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS         Ron Jessup       

INVOCATION         Victor Baldwin                                                                                                

SONG DIRECTOR                    Roy Izzard   

SCRIPTURE                     George McNair  

RESPONSIVE READING        Joseph Ford  

PRAYER          John Foxworth   

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.                     

OFFERING         Bernard Terry   

LORDõS SUPPER                     Roy Oliphant 

READER          Isiah Black   

CLOSING PRAYER         Richard Jones   

GUESTS PRESENTATION                     
                

                                                

 6:30 P.M.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS          Ron Jessup  

INVOCATION                       Cecil Oliver  

SONG DIRECTOR          James Gadson                               

SCRIPTURE            Reginald Nichols   

RESPONSIVE READING                Walter Weathers  

PRAYER                       Simon Johnson  

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.                   
OFFERING           Isiah Black    

LORDõS SUPPER          Bernard Wallace   

CLOSING PRAYER          D. J. Crim  

GUESTS PRESENTATION    
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 7: 41) 
Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall 
Christ come out of Galilee? 

USHERS 

Sis. Emma J. Westbrook, sis. Kim Littlejohn, sis. Willie 
Mae Cherry, bro. James Cherry, sis. Dolly Warren, sis. 
Marleshia Young, bro. Arnold Thomas, sis. Diane 
Foxworth, sis. Rashunda Stitt, sis. Maegan Gomez, sis. 
Hazel Gordon, sis. Kiona Wilson, sis. Syietta Baldwin, 
bro. Bernard Wallace, bro. Andrew Jackson, sis. Patricia 
Johnson, bro. Ollie Carpenter, bro. Joseph Transou 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR NOVEMBER  

Brother Roy Oliphant  
(336) 765 -3105 

PRAYER REQUEST 

 EVENING USHERS  
A. J. Crim Kobe Williams 

J. Warren  D. J. Crim 

Jeff Patton Curtis Conner Bernard Wallace  

Todd Woods Harold Brown Andrew Jackson  

Jarvis Warren Javar Jones James Cherry 

Isiah Black D. J. Crim Kobe Williams 

OUR SICK AND SHUT -IN  
Sis. Immogene Bray, sis. Gloria Brown, sis. Lin-
da Burgess, bro. Roscoe Burgess, bro. John Fox-
worth, sis. Hazel Gordon, bro. Barry Harper, 

sis. Dorris Jones, bro. Everette Jones, sis. Dorothy Liv-
ingston, sis. Carolyn Love, sis. Frances Mason, bro. 
Leroy Nelson, sis. Martha Reynolds,  bro. Carlos Ruck-
er, sis. Theresa Witherspoon 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Timothy-6-16/


SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES 

BAPTISMAL TEAM 

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 
 Co-Capt.  Bro. R. Burgess (748-0282) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
 Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
   Thursdays @ 2 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worshipééééé....8 A.M. 
Bible Schooléééééééé.. é...9 A.M. 
Morning Worshipééééééé....10 A.M. 
Evening Worshipééééééé.6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENSô & LADIESô BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachersô Meetingéééééééé... é..9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bankééééééé.é10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meetingééééé. é.10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathersô Support Groupé ...10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministryéééééééé  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT-IN   

FOR THE MONTH OF November  

Brother Micheal Curry 

CHILDRENS’ WORSHIP  
5th ñ Syiette Baldwin/Alicia Patton  
12th ñ Wendy Thomas/Alicia Patton  
19th ñ Diane Foxworth/Teresa Love  
26th ñ Leah Adkins/Chanel Foxworth  

 
NURSERY DUTY  

 

5thñYolonda Crim/Brianna Crim 
12thð Meredith Boyd/Brinay Simon 
19thñTonya Bellanger/Treva Loyd 
26thñChava Mash/Meika Sherrard 

 

 

GREETERS  
5th ñLillie Holmes/Indya Rucker  
12th ñLinda Burgess/Martha March  
19th ñFrances Mason/Maegan Gomez  

26th ñMeredith Boyd/Tabbatha Burgess  

 

    COMMUNION  PREPARERS  

Warnetta Eccles/Jewel Johnson  
 

ZZZ 

Baptismal Committee  
Lillie Holmes/Wanda Jones/Shanita Green 

 

VAN TRANSPORTATION 
Thomas Loyd, Sr.  

 
 

  COMMENTARY CORNER   
 
    Paul found himself nearing the end of 
his journey to Rome. He and the others 
tarried in Syracuse three days (Acts 28:12). 
Then we read, ñAnd from thence we 
fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: 
and after one day the south wind blew, 
and we came the next day to Puteoli: 
Where we found brethren, and were de-
sired to tarry with them seven days: and so 
we went toward Romeò (Acts 28:13–14).  

Though Paul has been through some 
of the roughest times any could experi-
ence, and this because of his faith in Jesus, 
he has no bitterness toward God, nor the 
people of God. Difficult times did not di-
minish his faith. Hard times emboldened 

him in faith. Paul was desirous of spend-
ing time with brothers.  

This gives some indication, too, that 
Paul received favor from those who were 
escorting him to Rome. We are to remem-
ber that God uses many people to bless his 
children. What is also interesting is not 
only was Paul desirous to stay with the 
brothers, but the support he gets from 
brothers from churches in other cities.  
The text reads, ñAnd from thence, 

when the brethren heard of us, they came 
to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The 
three taverns: whom when Paul say, he 
thanked God, and took courageò (Acts 
28:15). 

Paul thanked God when he saw his 
brothers. Church brothers were not a 

cause for sadness with Paul. God provides 
us brothers and sisters for which we 
should be thankful. These share with us in 
the understanding that this is our Fatherôs 
world and we are his children.  

Paul not only thanked God, he also 
took courage. God gives us one another to 
help us navigate our way through life and 
the storms of life. In the case with Peter 
and John, corporate prayer resulted in 
boldness. In the case with Paul, Paul is 
encouraged by the presence of his broth-
ers. We need simply to acknowledge the 
possibilities of life direction and encour-
agement in this story and the story of Pe-
ter and John to continue to explore the 
teaching of the benefit of church member-
ship and fellowship in the kingdom.   


