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J esus loved the Pharisees like he loved all 
others. He did not ever have the prob-

lem of loving only those who treated him 
kindly, reverentially, and honorably. His 
love was not based on the level of love 
others had for him. His love was then, 
and is now, based on the love the Father 
has for all of mankind. And God so loved 
man that He gave man His very best when 
man was at his very worst (John 3:16 and 
Rom. 5:8).  

When we understand the love of Jesus 
we can appreciate how he could accept 
invitations to dine with anyone from the 
group of men who were most likely to 
despise him. The Pharisees contested him 
often, but when one invited him to eat 
with him, Jesus accepted the invitation 
(Luke 7:36). This may have also said some-
thing about the Pharisee. Perhaps, though 
his associates were suspicious and doubt-
ing of Jesus, he was going to see for him-
self. This was certainly some level of ma-
turity that is uncommon, even today. 

We know that there are people who 
do not accept or associate with others, 
simply because their group does not, their 
family does not, their best friend does not. 
They accept the opinion, prejudice, and 
conclusion of others as the truth, the 
whole truth, nothing but the truth, the 
gospel truth.  

We would all do well to live in such a 
way that we do not judge others based on 
the experiences, judgments, and conclu-
sions of people who cast aspersion on peo-
ple they donôt really know. 

The truth is that there are many who 
have experienced the eye opening experi-
ence of discovering that a person was not 
as evil as they were led to believe, not as 
horrible as they were led to think, not as 
awful as others persuaded them to con-

clude. Thank God when any one of us 
discovers for self how a person truly is, 
what he believes, what she is all about.  

The student of the Scripture does well 
at this point to give this Pharisee the bene-
fit of the doubt of seeking to know Jesus 
for himself. He invites Jesus into the inti-
mate relationship of dining. In that cul-
ture, dining spoke volumes of what one 
thought of another. Not everyone would 
be invited to dine. When invited, the 
event spoke of both the one who invited 
and the one who was invited.  

It was not right to invite persons into 
your setting who were not your social 
equals, who would not be accepted in the 
inner circle of ones approving friends, 
who did not keep the level of presentation 
of your group at a high level. A person 
would face much criticism for either invit-
ing the wrong person or accepting an invi-
tation from the wrong person.  

Test these observations by reflecting 
on the people you really do not mind in-
viting over for dinner, or going over to 
their place for dinner. Think about the 
last persons who ate at your house. Think 
about whose house you ate in last.  

Church people have the advantage of 
thinking about the last time they shared a 
meal with church people, in a home, in a 
restaurant, at a church fellowship. Who 
we are willing to take the time to invite, to 
sit down with, speaks to what we really 
think about how close we are to people.  

Jesus was criticized because of who he 
accepted. Hear the accusation of other 
Pharisees and the scribes: ñAnd the Phari-
sees and scribes murmured, saying, This 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with 
themò (Luke 15:2). Read again about the 
criticism Jesus received in reference to 
Zacchaeus,  when Jesus informed Zacchae-

us that he would be guest in his house: 
ñAnd when they saw it, they all mur-
mured, saying, That he was gone to be 
guest with a man that is a sinnerò (Luke 
19:6).   

On another occasion, Jesus was in the 
home of a chief Pharisee eating bread: 
ñAnd it came to pass, as he went into the 
house of one of the chief Pharisees to eat 
bread on the sabbath day, that they 
watched himò (Luke 14:2). Jesus used this 
occasion to heal on the sabbath (Luke 
14:2ï5), and to teach how to make a guest 
list for a feast: ñWhen thou makest a dinner 
or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy breth-
ren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors; 
let they also bid thee again, and a recompence 
be made theeò (Luke 14:12). Jesus contin-
ues, ñBut when thou makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, And 
thou shall be blessed; for they cannot recom-
pence thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the 
resurrection of the justò (Luke 14:13ï14).  

Many of us think that the real chal-
lenge is sitting down with folk who are 
just like we are, who have the same social 
standing, who can do for us like we can 
do for them. But if that is difficult. If it is 
really  a challenge to sit down with equals, 
with brothers and sisters, with church 
folk, what Jesus teaches further in this 
passage will be an impossibility.  

There are at least two stories in the 
gospel of Luke that show the dangers of 
violating this principle. The first is the 
story of the man whose ground brought 
forth plentifully and who responded by 
thinking to pull down his barns and to 
build bigger ones, only to feed himself  
(Luke 12:16ï21).  God assured this man 
that he was a fool. 

       CONTINUED 

 

Commentary Corner :  òTHE INVITED, UNINVITED, GIVING AND LOVEó (Part 1) 

òAnd one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the 

Phariseeõs house, and sat down to meat. And behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, 

when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisees house, brought an alabaster box of 

ointmentó (Luke 7:36ð37).  



CHURCH  

 LEADERS  

2017 THEME: “Praying for open doors to speak the word of christ” (col. 4:3) 

 ALL VISITORS!  

YOU ARE OUR 
HONORED 
GUESTS!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 

DRIVE DAY  

Help us reach our goal of  or more  
during our Sunday School Attendance 
Drive on February 19th at 9:00 a.m. 
We look forward to seeing you! 

Cornelius Corner:  
Interested in a career with the United States Postal Service? USPS has 
a long history of providing career opportunities to veterans, currently 
employing over 113,000 veterans. For information on employment 
opportunities at USPS visit their link on va.benefits.gov. 
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 LOCAL GOSPEL  

 MEETING/EVENTS  

 
Fellowship Meeting February 5th 

Capernaum Church of Christ 
8806 Lasater Rd 
Clemmons, NC 27012 
Guest Speaker: Ronnie Goodman 
Services: 10 am Bible Study 
                11 am Worship  
                12:45ï 2pm Lunch 
                2:30 Congregational Singing 
                3 pm  Afternoon Worship  
 
Faith, Family& Friends  
February 12th 

Crawford Road Church of Christ 
1554 Crawford Road 
Rock Hill, SC 29732 

2nd Candice Rumph;  
5th DôTondja Foster, Michael Foster, Willie Massey;  
8th Ruby Reaves ; 9th Patricia Sullivan; 13th Lessie Williams,  
Angela Miller, Deon Regina Brown-Scott; 15th Brianna Crim,  
Reginald Nichols; 16th Alfreda Howell; 18th Alvin Eaton;  
19th Mary Hargraves, 21st Detrice Ingram; 22nd Frank Dulin, 
23rd Jewel Johnson, Kevin McLaurin, Lillie Nelson,  
28th Rosalyn Evans,  Jacalyn McCloud 

16thðBobby & Twana Roebuck (9 Years) 
19thðMicheal & Monique Curry (25 Years) 
22ndðRichard & Wanda Jones  (34 years) 
23rdðOllie & Thelma  Carpenter  (65  years) 
27thðJeff & Alicia Patton (1 year) 

Heri tage  Pro gram  
13th Annual African American  
Churches of Christ Heritage  

Program   
Sunday, February 26, 2016.  

Guest speaker: Dr. Edward Robinson.   
Lunch will be served following morning  
worship in Frank W. Dulin Fellowship Hall. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  

MEETING  

Saturday, February 11th-10 a.m. 

1st Annual Senior Sweetheart      

Valentine Social  

Calling all Seniors 62 and above!  
Saturday, February 11, 2017 from 12 pm - 3pm  
 

This special activity will be held just for you 
in the Frank W. Dulin Fellowship Hall. So 
please be sure to sign the list in the foyer. 
This will be the last day to sign up.  
The Sunshine Ministry looks forward to  
seeing you there!   

http://va.benefits.gov/


PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH THIS WEEK 

RESPONSIVE READING  

 I Thes. 2:18 ï3:3 
 
READER:   Wherefore we would have come 
unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan 
hindered us. 

 
CHURCH:  For what is our hope, or joy, or 
crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 

 
READER:  For ye are our glory and joy. 
 
CHURCH:  Wherefore when we could no longer 
forbear, we thought it good to be left at Athens 
alone; 

 
READER:  And sent Timotheus, our brother, and 
minister f God, and our fellowlabourer in the 
gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort 
you concerning your faith: 

 
UNISON:  That no man should be moved by 
these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are 
appointed thereunto. 

 
PRAYER 

Father in heaven, we pray that we always seek to 
be established and comforted in the faith. In the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
8:00 A.M  

SONG LEADER                                    Adolphus Coplin  

SERMON             Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr. 
       

10:00 A.M.  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS    John Foxworth 

INVOCATION    Ron Jessup                                                                                                         

SONG DIRECTOR   Roy Izzard 

SCRIPTURE    Victor Baldwin 

RESPONSIVE     Joseph Ford 

PRAYER    Joseph Wilson 

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.                     
OFFERING    Reginald Nichols 

LORDõS SUPPER   Roy Oliphant 

READER    Howard Brown 

CLOSING PRAYER   Richard Jones 

VISITATION PRESENTATION                     
                

                                                

 6:30 P.M.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   John Foxworth 

INVOCATION    Cecil Oliver 

SONG DIRECTOR   Mario McKennon                          

SCRIPTURE     Adriel Hall 

RESPONSIVE READING  Joshua Caruthers 

PRAYER    Adolphus Coplin 

SERMON    Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.                   
OFFERING    George McNair 

LORDõS SUPPER   Tevin Loyd 

CLOSING PRAYER   James Gadson 

VISITATION PRESENTATION    
                      

COMMUNION REFLECTION 

(JOHN 6: 71) 
He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it 
was that should betray him, being one of the twelve. 

USHERS  

Joseph Crim, Roger Massey, Victor Baldwin,  
Wanda Jones, Wendy Thomas, Reginald Nichols, 
Jefferson Caruthers, Denise McNeill, Kim Littlejohn, 
Emma Westbrook, Frances Mason, Arnold Thomas, 
Bayyinah Brown, Alicia Patton, Carrina Vargas, Mr. Phillips,  
Mr. Gallimore, Frances Crosby, Larry Coplin, Grady Crosby, 
Cora Revel, Adolphus Coplin, Rodney & Brandi Evans, 
Hazel Gordon, Heather King, Mary Terry, Warnetta Eccles, 
John Foxworth 

 SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR FEBRUARY  

Bro. Walter Weathers, Jr. 

(336) 785-2520 

 OUR SICK AND SHUT -IN  
Sis. Immogene Bray 
Bro. Dwight Correll 
Bro. Barry Harper 
Sis. Artelia Johnson 
Bro. Everette Jones 
Sis. Dorothy Livingston 
Bro. Leroy Nelson  

PRAYER REQUEST 

Michael Terry Curtis Conner D. J. Crim 

A .J. Crim George Eichelberger William Scott 

Todd Woods Isiah Black Harold Brown 

Kwali Bunker Jeff Patton Joshua Caruthers 

EVENING USHERS  
D. J. Crim         Michael Terry 

Kwali Bunker    A.J. Crim 



SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES  

BAPTISMAL TEAM  

Bro. Anthony Clinton 
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.  
Bro. George McNair 
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.  

ZONES 
ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661-1312) 
ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720-9694) 
ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650-9693) 
                Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924-5696) 
ZONE #7 Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924-5029)  
                 Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765-3105) 
ZONE #8 Capt. Bro. R. March (727-0052) 
 Co-Capt.  Bro. R. Burgess (748-0282) 

Radio Broadcast Stations 
    Sundays @ 7:30 A.M.  
   Thursdays @ 2 P.M. 
        1340 AM 
       1400 AM 
       103.5 FM 

   To be saved today, you must 
hear the gospel (Romans 
10:17; Acts 15:7).  You must 
believe the gospel that assures 
us salvation through Jesus 
who is the risen Lord (Romans 
10:9, 10).  You must be willing 
to turn your life over to God 
through repentance (Acts 
17:30; Romans 2:4).  Those 
willing to live for God through 
repentance are ready for 
confession (Romans 10:9,10). 
  The person who confesses is 
baptized into Christ (Romans 
6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27).  In 
baptism, the believer is 
washed, sanctified, and 
justified (1 Corinthians 6:11).  
Christ saves the baptized 
person in baptism (1 Peter 
3:21). 
  If you believe that Jesus died 
for you and was resurrected, if 
you will repent and confess, 
then you can be baptized into 
Christ and be saved.  Come to 
Jesus today! 

SUNDAY 
Early Morning Worshipéééé  8 A.M. 
Bible Schooléééééééé..  9 A.M. 
Morning Worshipéééééé.. 10 A.M. 
Evening Worshipéééééé..   6:30 P.M. 
 
WEDNESDAY-MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 

11 A.M. & 7 P.M. 
 

MENSô & LADIESô BIBLE CLASS 
5 P.M. (2nd & 4th Sunday) 

(September-May) 
 

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES 
Teachersô Meetingéééééééé..   9 A.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Clothing Bankéééééééé10 A.M.-12 P.M. 

(1st Saturday) 
 
Youth Fellowship Meetingééééé.   10 A.M. 

(2nd Saturday) 
 
Husbands & Fathersô Support Groupé  10 A.M. 

(3rd Saturday) 
 
Young Adult Ministryéééééééé  6:30 P.M. 

(3rd Friday) 

WORSHIP TO THE  

SICK & SHUT -IN   

FOR THE MONTH OF February  

Joseph  

CHILDRENS’ WORSHIP  
5th   Diane Foxworth & Maegan Gomez 
12th  Diane Foxworth & Alicia Patton 
19th  Tamah & DôAsia Williams 
26th  Leah Adkins & Chanel Foxworth 

 

NURSERY DUTY  

5th     Tonya Bellanger & Treva Loyd 
12th   Yolanda & Brianna Crim 
19th   Maegan Gomez & Indya Rucker 
26th   Kendra & MellanyScott 

 

GREETERS  

5th        Mary Robinson 
             Kiona Wilson 
12th      Lillie Holmes 
             Indya Rucker 
19th      Linda Burgess 
             Martha March 
26th      Frances Mason 
             Maegan Gomez 

             
COMMUNION  PREPARERS  

 Geraldine Jackson/ Lillie Holmes 
 

 

ZZZ 

Baptismal Committee  

Shanita Green 
Lillie Holmes  
Wanda Jones 

 /haa9b¢!w¸ /hwb9w  
 

He was certainly not a fool because 
he did not know how to till the ground. 
He was not a fool because he was lazy 
and expecting others to do for him. He 
was not a fool because he did not under-
stand the necessity of providing barns to 
keep the harvest. He was a fool because 
he disconnected his ability to feed him-
self from the necessity of being mindful 
of others. God asked, ñthen whose shall 
those things beò (Luke 12:20). 

There was another who would meet 
a terrible end, despite his riches. This 
man was clothed in purple, and fed 
sumptuously every day. His problem was 

that though he was clothed in purple, 
arrayed in fine linen, he failed to recog-
nize that there was a beggar laid at his 
gate covered, not in purple, but with 
sores. While the rich man fared sumptu-
ously, the beggar only desired to be fed 
with the crumbs that fell from his table 
(Luke 16:19-21).  

In the end, the beggar, named Laza-
rus, transitioned from this life, carried by 
angels into the bosom of Abraham. The 
rich man, who remains nameless, transi-
tioned into the torment of fire (Luke 
16:22-24).  

Who we invite, who we eat with, 
who we feed, whose invitations we ac-
cept, the food activity in our lives are 
very revealing of how we understand 

God.  
There is more, however, that we will 

explore in this text. That is, the Pharisee 
has invited Jesus, but another person 
comes where Jesus is, uninvited. She is 
described as one who is a sinner (Luke 
7:37). And though she does not have a 
meal to give to Jesus. We shall discover 
that often those with less, who have been 
through more, who are looked down on, 
whispered about, and uninvited, are 
more appreciative, have more to offer, 
more to give, and more willing to love 
than the person who invites Jesus into 
his life as a matter of courtesy, expecta-
tion, social acceptance, and general kind-
ness. We shall learn how to appreciate 
Godôs love.


