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have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life which was with the
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Jesus is Savior whose beginning is be-
fore the world began. The Apostle
John writes that He is the Word who
was in the beginning, who was with
God, who was God, who created every-
thing, who was the light of man in the
world (John 1:1-5). John continues his
accounts of the beginning by confessing
a reality of the Son, that the Son was
the Word who became flesh and dwelt
among men, whose glory was beheld as
the only begotten of the Father (John
1:14, 18).

The truths related to the pre-existent
and incarnate Son would become a dif
ficulty for some believers in the first cen-
tury. It was inconceivable to them that
God would take on flesh, flesh that was
believed to be evil; that God would live
as man, that God would suffer and that
God would die as man. But as unimag-
inable and uncomfortable as these
truths were for some believers, John
would affirm the same in his letter to
the church.

He addresses the recipients of his
letter as “my little children,” (1 John
2:1), affirming as he did in his gospel
that the one who was from the begin-
ning was the same one that the apostles
heard, saw with their eyes, looked upon
and touched with their hands—the word
of life ( 1 John 1:1). Jesus did not come
appearing to be in the flesh, Jesus actu-
ally came in the flesh. The same flesh
that some believed was too corrupt to
take on.

Asserting these errors concerning
the flesh, the believers to whom John
wrote taught a concomitant doctrine
that complemented their aversion to life

in the flesh. That doctrine suggested
that there was no real sin practiced by
those who were in Christ; whatever was
thought to be sin in the flesh could be
disassociated from the real person; the
flesh was wicked, but believers had no
sin. The dangers of this doctrine could
be clearly seen.

Jesus came in the flesh precisely be-
cause of man’s sin in the flesh. If there
was no need to become a sacrifice for
sin, then no need for the suffering in
the flesh, the crucifixion of the flesh,
the dying flesh, the rising flesh—a hu-
man body from the grave—it was all an
illusion. Jesus only seemed to have been
in the flesh. And sin, equally, was an
illusion, this was what true knowledge
understood.

The teachings related to whether
Jesus truly came in the flesh could best
be answered by those who actually lived
with him, ate with him, walked with
him, lived with him. The Apostle John
affirmed that he looked upon Jesus,
heard him, handled him. And al-
though the apostle handled him, this
did not mitigate at all the truth that Je-
sus is that eternal life who was with the
Father and was manifested unto him (1
John 1:2).

Our salvation results from God be-
coming human, taking on flesh, deliver-
ing us from our sin. Sin that we have
truly committed, sin that necessitates
confession and forgiveness. Accord-
ingly, John writes, “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). There is a
further danger in not acknowledging

Father , and was manifested unto us;)” (1 JOHN 1:1—2).

sin: “If we say that we have not sinned,
we make him a liar, and his word is not
in us” (1 John 1:10).

What was the fear of acknowledging
sin for the believers to whom John
writes! Consider that if we consider
God wholly separate from sin, if we en-
vision Him as One who can have no
fellowship with sin and the sinner, if we
know no remedy for sin, then acknowl-
edging sin would leave one in a desper-
ate situation.

The Apostle John certainly does
not want to minimize sin. He writes
that believers should not sin (1 John
2:1). Believers should avoid sin, shun
sin, separate themselves from sinful be-
havior. This pleases God. John would
agree with those who had a misunder-
standing about the nature of Jesus on
their analysis of sin. That is, that sin is
the result of evil desires of the flesh.
John even admonishes the believers to
understand that the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life are not of the Father, but are of
the world (1 John 2:15—16).

The Apostle John, however, dis-
agrees with how the false teachers reme-
died the problem of sin. He would not
say as they did that Jesus never came in
the flesh. He would not say that al-
though believers were in the flesh that
they were not accountable for the sins
they committed in the flesh. John wrote
that Jesus certainly did come in the
flesh and that it was because he did that
we must acknowledge our sins.
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w\f SUNDAY SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE DAY DRIVE
We need your help to reach or succeed
our goal of 275 or more on Sunday, .
February 15,2015. We look forward to
seeing you.

MEN'S AND LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
Our Men’s and Ladies’ Bible class has
been postponed. Please check back for

our next scheduled meeting.

JProclamation Press’ 15th Annual
Pety Prears Spmposium

In the closing of yet another successful en-
deavor to hear, teach and exhort what saith
the LORD, let us all continue to look to
Christ Jesus, our Advocate as we strive to
exemphfy good deeds in 2015.

Capernaum Church of Christ
Fall Fellowship Meeting

Today is Capernaum’s Fall Fellowship
Meeting with guest speaker, brother John
Dupree. We are encouraging as many of our
members who are able to attend to do so in
support of those who labor with us in
spreading God’s word.

SOUTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST
10TH ANNIVERSY CELEBRATION
2525 Archdale Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210
Southern Hills cordially invites you to join in.-
the Appreciation Festivity for Minister Jeffrey
Pointer in celébration of their Ten Year Anni-

versary.
Saturday, February 28, 2015 Spm -8pm and
Sunday, March 1,201S noon:

ALL VI SITORslIeSt Speaker: Bro, Jefferson R. Caruthers

' YOU ARE OUR ﬁ@ﬁ@fﬁg

GUESTS!

al Groups Invited

FoHowmg
ebruary 15th, 2015 to bro
Philip Noble (980) 200-0411.

Calendar of Events

ng, Receiving, and
KURIAKOS HOUSE
_ Dondt forget t'o

House tahle located in the foyer .

for events and happenings. You may

contact sister Felecia Caruthers at
(336)767 -4201 if you have any ques-

tions or need additional information.

YOUTH NEWS

Reading Satari

STAY TUNED FOR THE NEXT
READING SAFARI ACTIVITY

\Y

FEBRUARY ANNI VERSA RIES

(7 Years) Bobby & Twana Roebuck -:16th
+ (23 Years) Micheal & Monique Curry-- 19"

(32 Years) Richard & Wanda Jones 22nd

(63 Years) Ollie & Thelma Carpenter 28

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

2nd, Candice Rumph;

5t h

M|chael Foster; 5th, Willie Massey, Jr.; 8th Ruby

‘Reaves; 9th, Patricia Sullivan; 13th, Lessie Wil- -

liams; 13th, Angela Miller; 15th, Brianna Crim;

15th, Anthony Wellman; 15th, Reginald Nichols;

17th, Cheryl Smith; 18th, Alvin Eaton; 19th,
Mary Hargraves; 21st, Detrice Ingram; 22nd,
Frank Dulin; 22nd, Xavier Warren; 23rd, Jewel
Johnson; 23rd, Kevin McLaurin; 23rd, Lillie Ne
son; 24th, James Monroe; 28th, Rosalyn Evan

28th, Misty Howard; 28th, Jacalyn McCloud.
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PRAY THAT GOD LEADS US TO SOULS TO SAVE TODAY & THROUGH

SICK AND SHUIN LISTING

SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR FEBRUARY
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RESPONSIVE READING
Il Cor. 9:2 -7

READER: For I know the forwardness of your

mind, for which I boast of you to them of Mace-
donia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and
your zeal hath provoked very many.

CHURCH: Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our

boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf;
that, as I said, ye may be ready:

READER: Lest haply if they of Macedonia come
with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we
say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same con-
fident boasting.

CHURCH: Therefore I thought it necessary to
exhort the brethren, that they would go before
unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty,
whereof ye had notice before, that the same
might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as
of covetousness.

READER: But this I say, He which soweth spar-
ingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

UNISON': Every man according as he purposeth in
his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

PRAYER

Father in heaven, may we always provide things
honest in Your sight and in the sight of men. In
the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

. 8:00 A.M.
SONG LEADER Adolphus Coplin
SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.
ANNOUNCEMENTS Adolphus Coplin
INVOCATION = Ron Jessup
SONG DIRECTOR Randy Dulin
SCRIPTURE - Artis Rucker
RESPONSIVE READING ! Juan Williams
PRAYER John Foxworth
SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.
OFFERING Bernard Terry
LORD3S SUPPER Roscoe Burgess
READER Randy Dulin
CLOSING PRAYER James Gadson

VISITATION PRESENTATION
No P.M. Services

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION

SONG DIRECTOR

SCRIPTURE

RESPONSIVE READING

PRAYER e L
SERMON Jefferson R. Caruthers, Jr.
OFFERING ' <

LORD®6S SUPPER

READER

CLOSING PRAYER

VISITATION PRESENTATION

COMMUNION REFLECTION
(JOHN 5:13)
And he that was healed wist not who'it was: for' Jes

IS h

conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place.

I
RS

PRAYER REQUEST ..

Bro. Anthony Clinton, Sis. Angela Oliver, Sis. Sha'Da Wilds, {

Kolbe Adkins " | Elijah Gibbs G. Eichelberger

D.J. Crim Garrin McNair A. J. Crim i
;igovell Hall L Michael Terry .| Arnold Thomas
jdoseph Ford Jarvis Warren Bernard Wallace

Hazel Gordon, Sis. Shawn Moncrief, Sis. Althenia Pouncey, S

Lillie Alford, Sis. Linda Studevant, Bro. George Leak, Sis. Emma
Westbrook, Sis. Marleisha Young, Sis. Willie M. Cherry, Sis. Lata-

EVENING USHERS
DeMarcus Miles Shamar Wilds

sha Gandy, Bro Joshua Caruthers, Bro. Isaish Black, Bro. Tho-

mas Loyd, Sis. Brinay Simon, . Sis. Ashley George, Sis. Centr
Kendall, Sis. Shundra McLaurin, Sis. Carolyn Love

ece Zy Ellis Jesse Green
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COMMENTARY CORNER Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1
John 1:5-7).

John affirms again that we should walk
in the light, and where there is sin, the
blood of Jesus cleanses us. Further, al-
though the believers were not to sin, they
had an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous (1 John 2:1). Under-
stand even further, “And he is the propitia-
tion for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world” (1
John 2:2).

John, too, would have his readers know
that the truths he writes about did not
come about by a recent exposure to new
knowledge; what was to be understood
about Jesus comes from the beginning. And

John insists that a failure to acknowl-
edge sin is what compromises our relation-
ship with the Father (1 John 1:10). What,
then, is a better understanding? John writes,

“This then is the message which we
have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with him,
and walk in darkness, we lie, and
do not the truth: But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his

in this letter, the beginning has reference to
the beginnings associated with what was
before the world began (1 John 1:2), and
what was first taught to believers, that
which was from the beginning (1 John 1:1).
Whenever those who were once enlight-
ened, filled with faith, zeal, and enthusiasm
find themselves discouraged, disillusioned,
and doubtful, John would encourage them
to look toward their beginning. Through-
out the epistle, he will develop teachings
associated with the beginning. Let us appre-
ciate that we understood from the begin-
ning that Jesus comes to establish our fel-
lowship with the Father, answering our sin
problem through his flesh, shedding his

blood, cleansing us from all sin.

SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES

Early Morning Worship ..8 A.M.
Sunday Bi bl e
Sunday Morning Worship..10 A. M
Sunday Evening Worship
6.30 P.M.

Mid -Week Bible Study

Wednesday
11AM. & 7P.M

Menods &
Bible Class

5P.M.
2ND & 4TH SUNDAY

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES

Teacher so

School Y .

Radio Broadcast Stations
Sundays @7:30 A.M.
Thursdays @ 2 P.M.

YOU CAN BE SAVED TODA

To be saved today, you must hear
the gospel (Romans 10:17; Acts 15:7).

You must believe the gospel that as-

sures us salvation through Jesus who

L a i ':heeri§r‘6Lord (Romans 10:9, 10).

ou must be willing to turn your life
over to God through repentance (Acts
17:30; Romans 2:4). Those willing to
live for God through repentance are
ready for confession (Romans
10:9,10).

The person who confesses is baptized

Me et i ng intesChristd Romafs 6 3,m; Galatians

Husbands & Fathers Support Group 3rd Saf3:27). In baptism, the believer is
4 p.m. / Youth Fellowship Meeting 2nd Sat.washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Co-

10 a.nfi 12 noon
Young Adult Ministry 4th Fri.
Clothing Bank 1st Sat. 10 &ri2noon

WORSHIP TO THE SICK &
SHUT-IN
FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
Bro. Walter Weathers, Jr.

BAPTISMAL TEAM
Bro. Anthony Clinton
Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.
Bro. George McNair

Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.

L4

rinthians 6:11). Christ saves the bap-
tized person in baptism (1 Peter 3:21).

If you believe that Jesus died for you
and was resurrected, if you will repent
and confess, then you can be baptized
into Christ and be saved. Come to Je-
sus today!

ZONES

ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661 -1312)

ZONE #4
ZONE #5

Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720 -9694)
Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650 -9693)
Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924 -5696)
Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924 -5029)
Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765 -3105)
Capt. Bro. R. March (727 -0052)
Co-Capt. Bro. R. Burgess (748 -0282)

ZONE #7

ZONE #8

938gafhayt U ¢
1std Diane Foxworth & Thomas Loyd
8th- Diane Foxworth & Ashley George
15thTamah & D6 Asi a
22ndd Leah Adkins & Janel Brown

NURSERY DUTY
Ist
Meika Sherrard / Ashley George
8th
Shundra McLaurin/ Meredith Boyd
15th
Janel Brown/ Maegan Gomez
22nd
Edelina Oliphant / Valerie Coplin

FEBRUARY GREETERS
1STh Carol Weathers
Tiffany Seawright
8THM Delores Reaves
Kiona Wilson
15TH - Athenia Pouncey
Lilly Alford
22ND a6Sherry Woods
Sydney Johnson

COMMUNION PREPARERS
For February

Linda Burgess/Sydney Johnson
ALTERNATE
Warnetta Eccles

227
Baptismal Committee

For
Month of February
Lillie Holmes, Wanda Jones &
Shanita Green



