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COMMENTARY CORNER: STUDIES IN FIRST JOHN: “THE SON OF GOD HAS
COME AND HAS GIVEN US AN UNDERSTANDING” “And we know that we are of
God, and the wholeworld lieth in wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come, and
hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is

PREACHER-SHEPHERD
JEFFERSON R. CARUTHERS, JR.
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esus labored intensely to share

knowledge of the Father, and the
work of the Father in the Son, with his
apostles. Often it appeared that the dis-
ciples were unable to come to an under-
standing. When Jesus talked about the
way, assuring the apostles that they knew
the way, Thomas asked how they could
know the way (John 14:5). Jesus as-
sured, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life” (John 14:6).

Jesus continues with his thoughts on
the way: “If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also, and from
henceforth ye know him, and have seen
him” (John 14:7). This time Philip re-
sponds, “Lord, shew us the Father, and
it sufficeth us” (John 14:8). Notice how
Jesus expected that the apostles would
have already come to an understanding
of both himself and the Father: “Have I
been so long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known me, Philip! He that
hath seen me hath seen the Father; and
how sayest thou then, Shew us the Fa-
ther” (John 14:9).7

What we know, what we under-
stand dictates how we live our lives.
One of the teachings Jesus shares is that
those who come to believing knowledge
of him will be able to do greater works
than he (John 14:12). An understanding
about life will be seen in the way people,
young and old, conduct themselves.

We speak of people who have a lack
of understanding. Experience in life
teaches that there are some things that
are not beneficial, even dangerous. We
must have understanding to avoid them.

The child who believes it is safe to jump
on the bed has probably met with some
success at jumping and walking away.
What he doesn’t understand is that
jumping in the wrong direction once
can cripple him for life.

The student who detests school,
avoids assignments, barely makes it
through from grade to grade, till eventu-
ally dropping out, gets what she wants,
but lacks understanding. There will
come a time when knowledge will be
needed to conduct everyday affairs, to
secure employment, to contribute to the
maintenance of the family. Experienced
persons know that she lives this way be-
cause she lacks understanding.

The young man who dates widely, is
irresponsible in one relationship to the
next, excusing his behavior and insisting
that this has only to do with his rights,
lacks understanding. He fails to realize
that he is shaping his own character, and
will wonder why in later life how it is
that every woman doesn’t seem to be
adequate, right, or trustworthy. He is the
problem. He lacks understanding.

The spouse who takes the other for
granted, enjoys the advantage of being
given time to do what is necessary to
make both parties happy, to contribute
to two being fulfilled, to truly becoming
one, and neglects the relationship, lacks
understanding. God in heaven is in rela-
tionships and will fight for the right of
any who live to his glory, who trust his
promises, who knows that marriages glo-
rify God.

No one of us in life has an under-

true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.” (1 John 5:19—20).

standing who refuses to hear God’s
voice, to learn the Father’s teachings, to
accept the Father’s love. We all live life
ignorantly when we live without God.
And it is in life that those who live
without knowing that they are to be
thankful for every day they wake up, eve-
ry breath they take, the food they con-
sume, the clothes they have, the spouses
they enjoy, the children who amaze, the
jobs they work, the leisure they are af-
forded, the sickness they overcome, the
daily strength to make it from one day to
the next, lacks understanding. No hu-
man on earth has come to qualitative
and enduring understanding about life
until that life is found in Christ Jesus.
The Apostle John writes to children
of God who were assured that they were
living victorious lives in Jesus. They had
overcome the wicked one; they had over-
come false teachers; and they had over-
come the world (1 John 2:14; 4:4; 5:4).
The apostle writes, “For whatsoever is
born of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4).

The teachings related to having an
understanding and overcoming should
be internalized by the children of God.
We should live our lives understanding
where we stand with God the Creator.
Life is lived aimlessly and without direc-
tion until one comes to know God. This
is a comfort and assurance we should
live with and should share with others.
There can be no victorious life without a
life understanding God.

~ Continued
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Calendar of Events

/A~ SUNDAY SCHOOL
A ATTENDANCE DAY DRIVE
‘We need your help to reach or
succeed our goal of 275 or more on
Sunday, December 21, 2014. We look
forward to seeing you.

CARVER ROAD CHURCH OF
CHRIST MEN’S RETREAT

This special event will be held at the Cara-
way Conference Center, Sophia, NC, De-
cembér 4th—6th. Registration deadline is
December 2nd. Please see or contact broth-
er Jason Adkins for registration information
at (336) 575-7911.

ANNUAL BROTHER HOOD MEETING
The. Annual Brotherhood Meeting
will meet December 7, 2014 at the Thom-
as Street church of Christ, Salisbury,
NC at 3 p.m. Area brotherhood
churches of Christ aré encouraged to
attend and have available upcoming
2015 meetings and events. Please ad-
just your schedules accordingly. As
always, promoting unity in the brother-

hood.

HUSBANDS & FATHERS
SUPPORT GROUP
The Husbands and Fathers Support
Group will meet December 20, 2014 at
4:00 p.m. If you have any questions or
need additional information you may see
brother John Foxworth or Joe Wilson.

Triad School of Proacking

The Triad School of Preaching next class
will meet on December 20th from 10 a.m.
until 1:00 p.m. Please feel free to contact
brother Cloys Cecil, Sr. if you have any
questions at (336)969-9736.

%) KURIAKOS HOUSE

Don’t forget to visit the Kuriakos
House table located in the foyer

YOU ARE OUR #ON®@REDappenings. You may

GUESTS!

contact sister Felecia Caruthers at
(336)767-4201 if you have any ques-
tions or need additional information.

CONGRATULATIONt 6 s - a

v 4t N€Althy bouncing baby boy named
-~ Camdyn Howard Evans born to the
. proud parents Rodney and Brandi

Evans, weighing 8Ibs. 9 0z. and 20 %.

YOUTH NE\#uésiz:

@ w‘f‘
;%“ help out! We need your talent

ha, %? and your mind for the YOUTH

i " VIBES Newsletter. Please sign
the list located on the Kuriakos table. If
you need additional information please see
sister Leah Adkins.

@ Reading Satari

¥ Reading Safari Club will meet Saturday
December 20, 2014 from 10:30 a.m.

until 12 noon. If you have questions or need

additional information, please contact sister . -

Felecia Caruthers at (336)-89%2.
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Extra! Extra! Read, writes, or

REDLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST BIBLE
QUIZ: December 14th from 8 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Lunch served from 1—2 p.m.
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- NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Ist, Justun Green; 5th, Audrey Dussop; 5th,
Eric Isaiah Nelson; 7th, Cleveland Reed;
8th, Joshua Caruthers; 8th, AJ Crim; 10th,
Chelsea Cook; 14th, Adrianne Cloud; 16th,
Troy Chisolm; 14th, George McNair; 16th,
Courtney Thomas; 17th, Adolphus Coplin;
18th, Tevin Loyd; 19th, Kolbe Adkins; 20¢th,
Cynthia Judge; 23rd, D] Crim; 25th, How-
ard A. Brown; 25th, Tomisha Gaither,: 27th,
Brian Jackson; 28th, Anthony Ingram; 28th,
Kim Mc¢Nair; 28th, -Elizabeth Oliver.
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SHEPHERD ON CALL FOR NOVEMBER

BRO. JOHN FOXWORTH

(336) 918-6359

US TO SOULS TO S

RESPONSIVE READING

Il Cor. 5: -21; 1l Cor. 6:1 -5

READER: For he hath made himt o sitvfer us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.

CHURCH: We then, a svorkers togetherwi t h
h i, beseechy oalso that ye receive not the
grace of God in vain.

READER: (For he saith, I have heard thee in a
time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I
succoured thee: behold, now i the accepted time;
behold, now i the day of salvation.)

CHURCH: Giving no offence in any thing, that the
ministry be not blamed:

READER: Butinallt h i appgosing ourselves as
the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflic-
tions, in necessities, in distresses,

UNISON: In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults,
in labours, in watchings, in fastings;

PRAYER

Father in heaven, we are unspeakably thankful for

being made righteous through Jesus. We pray that

we not receive grace in vain. In the name of Jesus,
we pray, Amen.

PRAYER REQUEST

Sis. Cynthia Cecil, Sis. Trena Wilson, Sis. Barbie Jones,
‘Bro. David Ingram, Bro. Jerry Evans, Bro. William :
Pouncey, Sis. Shanita Green, Sis. Sherri Pilson, Bro.,
Timothy Pilson, Bro. Reginald Nichols, Sis. Brown, Sis.
Revonda Helm, Sis. Latasha Gandy, Bro. Adolphus
Coplin, Bro. Juan Williams, Sis. Chanel Helms, Sis.
Wendy Thomas, Sis. Ellen Leak, Bro. Walter Weathers,
Bro. Justin Curry

ORDER OF WORSHIP

8:00 A.M
SONG LEADER
SERMON

10:00 A.M.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION

SONG DIRECTOR
SCRIPTURE

RESPONSIVE READING
PRAYER

SERMON

OFFERING

LORD®S SUPPER
READER

CLOSING PRAYER:
VISITATION PRESENTATION

Jeffers

6:30 P.M.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION J
SONG DIRECTOR
SCRIPTURE

RESPONSIVE READING
PRAYER

SERMON

OFFERING

LORD®S SUPPER
READER

CLOSING PRAYER
VISITATION PRESENTATION
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( JOHN

In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, ‘of bli
halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.
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It is necessary to review and repeat
these teachings to Christians living in a
world where life in Christ is looked on as
a demoralizing, deceived, discouraging,
disparaged and disappointing, life. Our
lives are not to be characterized by hiding
the confession that one believes that Je-
sus Christ is the Son of God, a life
where we are apologetic about how faith
shapes our schedules, dictates our ap-
pointments, structures our week, and
plans our years. We must be reminded
that those who live in Christ live with
understanding.

There is no need for sneaking, and
whispering, and cowering, and shrinking,
and ducking. There is no call to hush, to

SCHEDULE OF ASSEMBLIES

Early Morning Worship ..8 A.M.
Sunday Bi bl e
Sunday Morning Worship..10 A. M
Sunday Evening Worship
6.30 P.M.

School

g quidy tO sifgnce oneself. Believers live

with understanding.

Believers understand that God created
a marvelous, astounding, and amazing
world. Believers understand that God
made man in His image and after His
likeness, setting man above the work of
His hands. Believers understand that
God has always had a love affair with
man. Adam and Eve testify that in the
garden he forgave us. Noah, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth bear witness that when the
flood came he saved us. Abraham de-
clares that when he and his wife were
barren and wandering, God promised
them both a land and seed. Moses testi-
fies that when God sees the blood he

spares, he passes over, he forgives, he

Radio Broadcast Stations

Sundays @7:30 A.M.
Thursdays @ 2 P.M.
— 13400m
)9 Aralam

103.%M

YOU CAN BE SAVED TODA

provides, he delivers, he guides. Joshua,
marching all the time, assures that when
it seems like you are just going in circles,
the walls of the enemy will come down.
Gideon shouts that when your army is
reduced, lamps and trumpets, carried
along by faith, become weapons of mass
destruction. These all live with under-
standing.

Believers in Christ should be able to
testify that there is a wicked one, that
there are enemies of the cross, that the
world points a ridiculing and accusing
finger, but that those who live in Christ
have knowledge, have understanding,
have purpose, have direction, have in-
sight, have vison, have victory, see glory,
see eternal life, see heaven, see God.
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2nd & 9th- Howard & Saroya Brown

16th & 23rd
Tamah Wil Il i ams
30th - Janel Brown

NURSERY DUTY
Leah Adkins/Janel Brow2nd
Meredith Boyd/Brinay Simo@th

{

To be saved today, you must hear
the gospel (Romans 10:17; Acts 15:7).
You must believe the gospel that as-
sures us salvation through Jesus who
is the risen Lord (Romans 10:9, 10).
You must be willing to turn your life
L & doveftsSGHd through repentance (Acts
17:30; Romans 2:4). Those willing to
live for God through repentance are
ready for confession (Romans
10:9,10).

The person who confesses is baptized
into Christ (Romans 6:3, 4; Galatians
3:27). In baptism, the believer is

Teachersd Meeting \&shedd dahctifi@d, 8ndRustified (1 Co-
Husbands & Fathers Support Group 3rd Sat. rinthians 6: 11). Christ saves the bap-
4 p.m. / Youth Fellowship Meeting 2nd Sat. tjzed person in baptism (1 Peter 3:21).

10 a.nfi 12 noon If you believe that Jesus died for you
Young Adult Ministry 4th Fri. and was resurrected, if you will repent

Clothing Bank 1st Sat. 10 &riznoon and confess, then you can be baptized

into Christ and be saved. Come to Je-

WORSHIP TO THE SI@K & St SUs today!
FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEbcr
Bro. Micheal Curry

Mid -Week Bible Study

Wednesday
11AM. & 7P.M

Mends &

Bible Class

5 P.M.
2ND & 4TH SUNDAY

MEETINGS & MINISTRIES

ZONES

ZONE #1 Capt. Bro. J. Wilson (661 -1312)
! BAPTISMAL TEAM ZONE #4 Co-Capt. Bro. B. Terry (720 -9694)
“ Bro. Anthony Clinton ZONE #5 Capt. Bro. J. Gadson (650 -9693)

Co-Capt. Bro. A. Rucker (924 -5696)
Capt. Bro. J. Foxworth (924 -5029)
Co-Capt. Bro R. Oliphant (765 -3105)
Capt. Bro. R. March (727 -0052)
Co-Capt. Bro. R. Burgess (748 -0282)

Bro. Thomas Loyd, Sr.
Bro. George McNair
Bro. Walter Weathers. Jr.

ZONE #7

ZONE #8

Shundra McLaurin/Maegan Goriath
Edelina Oliphant/Tonya Oliphar#3rd
Diane Foxworth/Valarie Coplin 30th

NOVEMBER GREETERS

2ndi Veronica Black
Martha March

9th - Monique Curry
Meredith Boyd

16th - Edelina Oliphant
Theresa Rucker

23rd -Geraldine Jackson
Shirley Correll

COMMUNION PREPARERS
For NOVEMBER

Rosalyn Evans/Mary Terry

ALTERNATE
Tonya Oliphant

VAV A4
Baptismal Committee

For
Month of November
Lillie Holmes



